Inherited pericentric inversion of chromosome 16 in chronic phase of chronic myeloid leukaemia.
The simultaneous occurrence of two specific acquired chromosomal abnormalities in chronic or acute leukaemias is rare. Inherited chromosomal abnormalities are also rare events in the general population. In chronic myeloid leukaemia (CML), characterised by the t(9;22)(q34;q11), the inv(16)(p13q22) has been described associated with the acceleration of disease or onset of blast crisis. We report on a patient with chronic phase of CML and both acquired t(9;22)(q34;q11) and inherited inv(16)(p13q22), who obtained a complete remission of the disease after bone marrow transplant. Therefore, it is worth to comment that an additional chromosomal abnormality in disease does not obligatory mean transformation of the disease to a more aggressive form, since chromosomal abnormalities are also seen in normal individuals.